APPROVED ||  CHAPTER

MR 2.5°97 16

BY GOVERNGR P &S LAW
STATE OF MAINE :

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND NINETY-SEVEN

S.P. 238 - L.D. 807
An Act to Amend the Charter of the Winthrop Utilities
District
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. P&SL 1923, c. 98, §1, as amended by P&SL 1975, c. 44, §1, is
repealed and the following enacted in its place:

| al pINE;  PUrpose i _ and
territory within +the Town o Winthrop in Kennebec Countyv

constitute 2 quasi-municipal corporation upder the name of

- “Winthrop Utilities District.v referred to in this Act as the
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disposal services for domestic, sanitsry. commercial,

ltuial and cipal

Sec. 2. P&SL 1923, c. 98, §2, as repealed and replaced by P&SL 1955,
c. 182, §2, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

Sec, 2. Powers of district, For the purposes of its incorporation,

the district may  take, collect. store. flow, use, divert,

distribute and convey to the district or anvy part of the
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necessary to furnish water and sewage treatment and collection
facilities for public purpogses and for the public health, comfort
and convenience or may contract to do any and all of these things.

All incidental powers. rights and privileges necessary to
he di i ot

Sec. 3. P&SL 1923, c. 98, §3, as repealed and replaced by P&SL 1955,
c. 182, §3, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

in. For the purposes of its
incorporation, the district mav take apnd hold for public uses
real estate and personal estate and anvy interest in real estate
angd personal estate pnecessary or convenient for those Purposes by
burchase. Jease or otherwise and may ezxercise the right of

eminent domain as provided ip this Act to acquire for those

purposes any land or interest in land or water rights necessary
for erecting and maintaining dams. vplants and works for flowage,

power, pumping, supplving water through its mains; for
Ieservoirs, preserving the purity of the water and watershed: for
laving and maintaining agueducts and other structures; for

takinag, distributing, discharging and disposing of water; or
taking. handling. freating. collecting and disposing of sewage;
and for rights-of-way or roadwavs to its sources of supply, dams,

power stations, reservoirs, mains, aqueducts, structures and
lands.

This section may not be construed as  authorizing the
district to tske by riaght of eminent domain anv of the property
or facilitjes of any other public utilitv used or acquired for
future use by the owner of that property or those facilities in
the performance of a public duty upnless expressly authorized to
do S0 by this section or by subsequent act of the Legislature.

For the purposes outlined in this section, the district may

do any and all thinas necessary in providing a water supplv and a

system of sewage treatment and cgollection and drainage for public
. veni

Sec. 4, P&SL 1923, ¢, 98, §4 is repealed and the following enacted
in its place:

1111} 2112¢ condaug i C1 = J

iv nds. The district mav lavy in and
throuah the streets, roads, wayvs, highways and bridges in the
Town of Winthrop and across private lands in the Town of Winthrop
and majipntain. repair and _replace pipes, mains, conduits,
aqueducts and fixtures and appurtenances necessary and
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Sec. 5. P&SL 1923, c. 98, §5, as repealed and replaced by P&SL 1955,
c. 182, §4, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

DB Wases ) 111€ ( ] : . L ! 29 i »

district may erect and maintain all  dams, reservozrs and

I .
The district may lay. construct and maintain its pipes and
fixtureg din. over and under navigable waters and build and
maintain structures for the pipes and fixtures. subiect to the
laws of the United States., The gdistrict mav supplvy water to any
public utility now supplyving water in Kennebec Countv, subiject to

] f the Publi SELE TP

Sec. 6. P&SL 1923, c. 98, §§6, 7 and 8 are repealed and the following
enacted in their place:

time tQ t:mg, anx zlght Qf gmlnent domainmin the taklna of land,
interests jn the land or water rights, the district shall file in

the office of the county commissiopners of XKennebec County and

record in the Kennebec County Registry of Deeds plans of the
docation of all property to be taken, with an appropriate

description of the property and the names of the owners. if
Kpnown., Notice of the filing must be sent by mail to the owners
at the address appearing on the tax records of the mupnicipality
;g__n;gn_;hg_lgnd_&i_lgggtgd When for apy reason the district
fails to_acguire the property it is authorized to take and which
is described in that location., or if the location recorded is
defective or uncertain. it may, at anvy time. correct and perfect
: : - - - T

district is liable for damages only for property for
whi me viol paji 8

of the time of the original taking. and the district is not
liable for anvy acts that would have been +dustified 4if the
original taking had beepn Jlawful. FEntrvy may not be made on anv
private lands. excent to make Surveys, until the explratlon of 10

at Wthh time Dosse551on may. be had bf all-lands 1ntérests in

the lands or water rights, but title does not vest in the
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person'sustalnlnq'damaqes'bv anvvtaklhq pursuant td.the right of
eminent domain does pot asgree with the district upon the sum to
he paid for the taking., either party., upon petition to the countv

condmtzons and llmztatlons as are nrescrlbed by law for damaqes

caused by the laying out of highways,

» - sy

t be crossed, If the district must
cross the properiy of any other public viility., it shall request
permission from the company owning and operating the public

utility as to place, manner and conditions of the crossing. If
consent to the crossing has not been given within 30 davs, the

Public Utilities Commission., upon petition by the district. shall
Qetermine the place, manner and conditions of the crossing. and
all work on the property of the public utility must be done under
the supervision and to the satisfaction of the public utility or
as prescribed by the Public Utilities Commission. but at the

: the 4 o

Sec. 7. P&SL 1923, c. 98, §9, as amended by P&SL 1975, c. 44, §2, is
repealed and the following enacted in its place:

affalrs of the dlstr1ct must be manaaed bv a board of trustees
composed of 3 members., all of whom must be residents of the

i g by the municipal officers of the
Town of Winthrop. As soon as convenient after the members of the
board have been chosen, the trustees shall hold a meetina and
organize by the election of & president. secretary. treasurer and
all other officers and agents needed for the proper copnduct and
management of the affairs of +he digtrict. Trustees in office on

v

remainder of their terms., When the term of office of a trustee
expires. that trustee's sugcessor is appointed by the municipal
officers of the Town of Winthrop to serve for the full term of 3
el vacancy arises that vacancy must be

ﬁ;llgi_;n_jhg_xame maﬁﬂer for the unexzpired term., All trustees
are eligible for reappointment. but a8 municipal officer of the

Town of Winthrop may not at any time he eligible to serve as a
trustee, The term of office of each trustee begins April 1st of

each year.

The trustees of the district receive compensation as
recommended by the trustees and approved by a majority of the
municipal officers of the Town of Winthrop, including
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sureties as the trustees may approve, ~The trustees shall publish
an annual report that includes a report of the treasurer,

Trustees may also establish such bvlaws as are necessary for
hei — TS F L] ¥ -

Sec, 8. P&SL 1923, c. 98, §§10,11 and 12 are repealed.

Sec. 9. P&SL 1923, ¢. 98, §12-A is enacted to read:

W Wi wWn f
Winthrop may contract with the district for the supplv of water

— - :
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Sec. 10. P&SL 1923, c¢. 98, §13, as amended by P&SL 1985, c. 47, is
repealed and the following enacted in its place:

notes. For accompllshlnq the nurposes of this Act and for such
other expenses as may be pnecessary for the carrving out of these
purposes. the dlstrlct. through its trustees, without vote of the
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at such rate or rates. selling at par or at a discount or a
premium _and having such other terms and provisiopns as the
trustees determine. except that Jloans running for one year oOr
less do not reguire the Public Utilities Commission's approval.

The bonds. notes and evidences of indebtedness may be issued
to mature serially or made to run for such periods as the
trustees determine, Bopds, notes or evidences of indebtedness
may be 1ssued with or w1thout prov151ons for calllnc the bonds,

callable at par or at such premium _as the
trustees determine, All bonds. notes or other evidences of
indebtedness must have inscribed upon their face the words
"Winthrop Utilities District." and be signed by the treasurer and

district, 1f coupon bonds are 1ssued. the 1nterest Ccoupon

district are legal obligations of the district within the meaning
of the Maine Revised Statutes. Title 30-2,. section 5701.

ime, in
one or in separate series, its bonds. ncetes and other evxdences

Sec. 11, P&SI.1923,¢c.98,§14 is amended to read:

Sec. 14. Property exempt from taxation. The property of said the
district shali-be is exempt from all taxation in the &ewr Town of
Winthrop and in any other towns where any part of its plant may
be located.

Sec. 12. P&SL 1923, c. 98, §15, as amended by PL 1975, c. 461, §5,
is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

] 3 icati : veme; inki fund. The

provide revenue for the purposes of this Act apnd for all other
purposes of the district., without the need for any financial
assistance from the Town of Winthrop,. other than the normal
payment of twater' charges for services repdered and the loan or
t forth in sectiop 13. Individuals,
firms and corporations. whether private, public or municipal,
=hall pay to the treasurer or other designated officer of the
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61, to provide for the purposes set forth therein. The sewer
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Sec. 13. P&SL 1923, c. 98, §15-A, as enacted by P&SL 1965, c. 126,
is repealed.

Sec. 14. P&SL 1923, c. 98, §16, as amended by P&SL 1983, c. 12, is
repealed.

Sec. 15. P&SL 1923, c. 98, §§16-A, 16-B and 16-C are enacted to read:

Sec. 16-A. Inspection of sewers. The officers or agents of the
" . - ;

at all reasopable hours, for inspection of plumbing and sewage
fixtures, to ascertain the gquality and gquantity of sewage

- py e Fhie e
Sec. 16-B. Connection of private sewers. Every building in the

w

W
or industrial waste that is accessible to a sewer or drain of the
r : - . - ;
in the most direct manner possible with the sewer or drain of the
district by the owner or person against whom taxes on the
bremises are assessed within 90 days after receiving a request
from the district or within such further time as the trustees of

’ : . : -

connection for each building. Existing buildings that are
already served by a private sewer or drainage svstem are not

in
satisfactory and sanitary manner and does not violate anvy
i W i j i th

WMWML_Q
! lumhi . ] ined | : - :
inspector., the plumbing inspector's alternate or., in the event
Lhai_b.o_th_ars_tmiteﬂa__QL_emp.loxeauL_:ne_almlgL_tne

nu;lﬂmg_m__.co.nﬁ;dﬂ_ed_as_c_eﬁmble to a sewer or drain of the

p;;vatg sSewer or d:ammwmﬂw
i1ds - | J ; |
WWM@LM_
sewer or drain of -the district except <that nothing dip this
section reguires the owner of any building to acquire any real
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Sec. 16, Existing laws not affected; rights conferred subject to provisions of law.
Except as expressly provided in this Act, nothing contained in
this Act is intended to repeal or may be construed as repealing
the whole or any part of any existing law, and all the rights and
duties mentioned in this Act must be exercised and performed in
accordance with all the applicable provisions of the Maine
Revised Statutes, Title 35~A to the extent it affects the
operations of the district. Nothing in this Act is intended to
affect the existing contracts, bonds, notes or other obligations
of the Winthrop Water District that by virtue of this Act is
renamed the Winthrop Utilities District.

Sec. 17. Severability clause. If any section or part of a section
of this Act is held invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction,
the holding does not affect the remainder of this Act. Remaining
portions of this Act stand, "notwithstanding the
unconstitutionality or invalidity of any section, sentence,
clause or phrase.
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